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• Phase II grants will focus on state work in more specific areas such as adding rigor,
expanding AP participation, and improving low performing high schools.

http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.4096192acba1c8899cdcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid
=8521f68ff8f87010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD

Contact: Alexander Harris Education Division

States that participate:

Alabama_Phase II Kentucky_Phase II North Carolina_Phase II
Arkansas_Phase I Louisiana_Phase I Oklahoma_Phase II
Arizona_Phase II Maine_Phases I and II Pennsylvania_Phase II
Connecticut_Phase II Massachusetts_Phase I Rhode Island_Phase I
Delaware_Phase I Michigan_Phase I Tennessee_Phase II
Florida_Phase II Minnesota_Phase I Virginia_Phase I
Georgia_Phase II Missouri_Phase II Wisconsin_Phase I
Indiana_Phase I Nevada_Phase II
Iowa_Phase II New Hampshire_Phase II

Breaking Ranks II: Strategies for Leading High School Reform was published in 2004 by the
National Association of Secondary School Principals. The preface sets the stage in stating that,
“Most people believe that we can do better. Being a less-than-average high school is
unacceptable; being a good high school largely represents a commitment to the status quo; being
a great high school should be the individual and collective resolve of all who toil in the vineyards
of secondary education.” The handbook outlines 7 cornerstone strategies and 31
recommendations for school leaders ready to take on the challenge of reforming their high
schools. It offers research-based successful practices, real-life examples of high schools at
various stages of reform, a step-by-step approach to change, obstacles to avoid, and resources
from which to draw.
http://www.nassp.org/s_nassp/sec.asp?CID=563andDID=48223

Additional Readings And Online Resources

National High School Center
The National High School Center provides in-depth knowledge, expertise, and analyses that are
specifically geared to high schools for use by the Regional Comprehensive Centers and the
States—as well as by other content centers—to help ensure that every student receives the
knowledge, skills, and support he or she needs to graduate from high school prepared to succeed
in postsecondary education and the workforce.
http://www.betterhighschools.org

Advancing High School Reform in the States: Policies and Programs
This report from the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) and
KnowledgeWorks Foundation identifies the policies states have enacted that align with and
support NASSP’s federal legislative recommendations for reforming the nation’s high schools.
http://www.principals.org/s_nassp/sec.asp?CID=1239andDID=55536
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Closing the Expectations Gap 2007
Achieve.org has released a survey updating the efforts of all 50 states to align their high school
standards, graduation requirements, assessments, and accountability systems with the demands
of college and work, and finds that at least 48 states are now actively engaged in reform efforts
of some kind. (April 2007)
http://www.achieve.org/node/844 or http://www.achieve.org/files/50-state-07-Final.pdf

Council of Chief State School Officer’s State Strategies to Redesign High Schools Project
To help states build the capacity to implement research-based practices and policies, CCSSO
launched the State Strategies to Redesign High Schools Project in early 2004 with funding from
the U.S. Department of Education. The project supports state education agencies with the
planning and implementation of their high school redesign efforts by providing technical
assistance in areas that states defined as high priorities. CCSSO’s activities include identifying
and disseminating best practices; facilitating ongoing communication with participating states;
creating a state network to encourage state sharing and collaboration of redesign policies and
programs; and working with technical assistance providers and key national organizations to
support state-level efforts in high school redesign. (abstract from CCSSO)
http://www.ccsso.org/projects/State_Strategies_to_Redesign_High_Schools/

Early College High School Initiative
The Early College High School Initiative is a high school redesign model that provides students
with the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an Associate’s degree or two years
of college credit toward a Bachelor’s degree. Although school designs vary based on the needs of
particular student populations, a college degree is the goal for all. With support from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Jobs for the Future coordinates the Early College High School
Initiative and provides support to the partners and to the effort as a whole.
http://www.earlycolleges.org/

Education Commission of the States High School Policy Center
ECS has created the High School Policy Center to keep policymakers on the leading edge of
what's happening with state high school systems by gathering, analyzing, and disseminating
information about current and emerging issues, trends, and innovations in state educational high
school policy and system designs.
http://www.ecs.org/ecsmain.asp?page=/html/educationissues/HighSchool/HighSchoolDB1_intro
.asp

High School Agenda: Who’s Doing What
This document provides information on the projects, initiatives, and products of ECS and other
national education and policy organizations on the subject of improving high schools. It is
designed to direct policymakers to groups and resources that might be useful in developing and
implementing effective policy on high schools and highlight important resources for anyone
concerned with improving high schools. (ECS, May 2005)
http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/61/08/6108.pdf
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High School Reform/Redesign Processes: What Idaho Can Learn
The Center for Policy Studies, Education Research, and Community Development released this
policy brief to describe the processes advocated by national high school reform entities and those
used by states engaged in the high school reform process.
http://icee.isu.edu/Policy/Policy_Brief_-_HS_Reform-1.pdf

Measured Progress: A Report on the High School Reform Movement
This report from Education Sector examines and summarizes various methods that have been
used to gauge the effectiveness of high school reform movements over the last few years. In
particular, the report finds that creating a more supportive high school environment for students
produces significant improvements in student learning when combined with more rigorous
instruction and high expectations. (Abstract from the National High School Center)
http://www.educationsector.org/usr_doc/Measured_Progress.pdf

National High School Alliance
The National High School Alliance (HS Alliance) is a partnership of nearly fifty organizations
representing a diverse cross-section of perspectives and approaches, but sharing a common
commitment to promoting the excellence, equity, and development of high school-age youth.
http://www.hsalliance.org/index.asp

Redesigning High Schools to Prepare Students for the Future: 2006 Update. Education
Policy Brief, Vol. 4, No. 6, Spring 2006
In December 2004, the Center for Evaluation and Education Policy (CEEP) examined the issue
of high school reform in its Education Policy Brief, "Redesigning High Schools to Prepare
Students for the Future" (ED488911). Since the publication of that report, many new policies and
programs have been established across the country at the local, state, and national levels to
further restructure secondary education with the goal of improving student preparation for
success in their future endeavors. As a result of these efforts, CEEP presents this update to its
initial report. Contained in this brief are the following articles: (1) The Urgency of High School
Reform; (2) What Are the Newest High School Reform Efforts Underway Nationally?; (3) What
Steps Has Indiana Taken to Improve Student Preparation?; (4) Moving Forward with Reform;
and (5) Conclusions and Recommendations.
http://ceep.indiana.edu/projects/PDF/PB_V4N6_Spring_2006_High_School.pdf

Southern Regional Education Board’s High Schools That Work
High Schools That Work is the largest and oldest of the Southern Regional Education Board’s
school improvement initiatives for high school and middle grades leaders and teachers. More
than 1,200 HSTW sites in 32 states are using the framework of HSTW Goals and Key Practices
to raise student achievement.
http://www.sreb.org/programs/hstw/hstwindex.asp




