


Teacher Guided Activities:

1.  Though criticism often hurts one’s
feelings it is usually offered because
there is a behavior which needs to be
changed. Question the students on
the older brothers’s motives in com-
ing down so hard on the younger
brother for borrowing the red otter
medicine.

Did the older brother receive his just reward in the end? Why or why
not? Most people cringe at criticism, but others are taught that this
only comes from people that care. If his brother had not said what he
did, would the young warrior have gone on his journey?

2. On the blackboard write: What hap-
pened four times? Ask students to
reread the use of the number four.
Have volunteers go to the
blackboard and write these things
down. They need not be complete
sentences.

Review the significance of the number four and ask students to see if
they can remember why four is used in some Indian cultures.

3.  Discuss all the sets of instructions
which were given the young warrior.
Note which ones were followed ex-
actly and which ones were not. What
happened in each case?

Pass out this list of directions entitled FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
to the whole class. Tell them that they are to pretend they are the
young Gros Ventre warrior out to earn the red otter medicine. Each
must show how well he or she can follow directions.

When all have finished (allow only a couple minutes to complete)
Discuss how well directions were followed.

4.  Discuss the value of helping people
in danger and cases where strangers
in need of help are ignored. What is
brotherhood? Can we survive
without it? Discuss the difference
between a humble act of kindness
versus the personal qualities of per-
forming a courageous act.
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5.  The young warrior used hoof bells to
lure the horse which he led to the
camps. What musical instruments
were commonly used by tribes in
your area? An introduction to In-
dian music would be appropriate.
Following is a bibliography of com-
mercial products that could assist
such an effort.

Bulletin board displays might include bold letter words of songs of
various tribes. Use the following resources as a place to start your
music unit:

Ballard, Louis. Musical Instruments of Indian America. Pamphlet
distributed by Bureau of Indian Affairs, Alburquerque, N.M.,

1970.

Ballard, Louis. American Indian Music for the Classroom. Canyon
Records, Phoenix , AZ., 1973.

Curtis, Natalie. The Indian Book. Dover Publications, New York, 1907
reprint, 1968.

Densmore, Frances. Teton Sioux Music (reprint). DeCapo Press, New
York, 1972.

Howard, Joseph, Dr. Drums in the Americas. Oak Publications, New
York, 1967.

Music of the Americas. Edited by Paul Collaer, Praeger Publishers,
New York, 1973.

Information on record jackets and enclosures distributed by the
following record manufactures will also be useful.

Canyon Records, Phoenix, AZ

Ethnic Folkways, New York, NY
Everest Records, Los Angeles, CA
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Student Activity Cards(s):
See How Horses Came to the Gros Ventre
Activity Cards (21A-21B, 21C-21D, 21E-21F).
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FOLLOW DIRECTIONS

To start on a journey to earn the red otter medicine, you
must be able to follow all the directions exactly. You will have
only three minutes to complete the list.

Read all the directions carefully before doing anything.

Write your name at the top left hand corner of your
paper.

Put your pencil down and clap your hands together
twice.

Number from 1 to 10 on the right hand side of your
paper.

Draw a circle around all even numbers starting with 4.

Stand up and turn a complete circle before sitting down
again.

Put a large X at the bottom of your paper.
Tear the lower left hand corner off your paper.

Jump up and down three times then sit down.

ORI COG = W DN
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Now that you have read all the directions do just
number 2.
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