
Are your students struggling with core content areas of reading and math (as mea-
sured by test scores and/or student comments)? Get research-based solutions that 
can help guide decisions to improve classroom practices and support for struggling 
middle and high school students.

Is there a particular population that is overrepresented in the “struggling student” 
group? Find out what you can do to enhance equity in your school.

Are you searching for tools to promote meaningful and useful professional develop-
ment to facilitate teacher learning and growth? Experience ways to develop and lead 
effective professional learning teams focused on reading, writing, and mathematics.

This dynamic two-day workshop has been designed for secondary-level teams 
(ideally composed of at least three members, including one administrator) of district 
and building staff in leadership roles, teachers, and teacher leaders who are seeking 
effective strategies to address these interwoven issues.

PARTICIPANTS WILL:

✦ Become familiar with the research supporting improvement in adolescent reading, writing, and mathematics

✦ Assess their district’s and school’s approaches to meeting the needs of adolescents in the area of reading, writing, 
and mathematics

✦ Learn strategies for using professional learning teams to improve student and teacher learning

ABOUT THE FACILITATORS:
Maureen Sherry Carr is a Senior Program Advisor in the Center for School and District Improvement 

at NWREL, where her primary focus is K–12 academic literacy. Dr. Carr has worked with preservice 
and inservice teachers at several Oregon universities, and has taught elementary, middle, 

and high school students in both private and public schools.

Deborah Davis is Project Director in the Center for School and District Improvement, 
providing leadership for the research and development of products and services related to school 
improvement for schools not making Adequate Yearly Progress. As part of this effort, she has developed 
an on-site review process that uses literacy and mathematics as a lens for school improvement.

Julie Peck is a Senior Program Advisor for NWREL, with an emphasis on the 
teaching and learning of mathematics. Last year her book Improving Adolescent Mathematics: 

Findings From Research was published. Julie’s experience in mathematics instruction includes teaching 
middle and high school mathematics and coordinating the curriculum for mathematics in a large district. 

April 12–13, 2007
Portland, Oregon

Improving Adolescent Reading, Writing, and Mathematics: 
Professional Learning Teams in Action



Jacqueline Raphael is a Senior Program Advisor at NWREL’s Center for School and District Improvement. 
She focuses on teacher collaboration and student engagement to improve teaching and learning. She is a 
developer and trainer for NWREL’s Professional Learning Teams and Student Voices, as well as NASSP’s 
Breaking Ranks program.

Dr. Susan Sather is a Senior Program Advisor in NWREL’s Center for School and 
District Improvement. She served as a member of the Professional Learning Team (PLT) 

development and fi eld-testing team, and wrote Improving Instruction Through Professional Learning 
Teams: A Guide for School Leaders, which supports the planning and implementation of PLTs.

Materials:  Each team will receive a set of four guidebooks—Improving Adolescent Reading: 
Findings From Research; Improving Adolescent Mathematics: Findings From Research; Writing Next; 
and Improving Instruction through Professional Learning Teams: A Guide for School Leaders.

Schedule:  Thursday, April 12: 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; Friday, April 13: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
A one-hour lunch break is scheduled for each day. Morning and afternoon refreshments will be provided.

Location: NWREL Board Room—check in at reception on the fi fth fl oor of the One Main Place building, 
101 S.W. Main Street, Portland, Oregon  97204 (adjacent to west end of Hawthorne Bridge)

TO REGISTER:
 Please print and complete the registration form, then phone, fax, or mail. Register by March 22, 2007, to receive 

a discount. After March 22, call the number below to check on space availability before sending your registration form 
or making travel reservations. The registration form (pdf) is located at www.nwrel.org/events/.

 •   Phone: 503-275-9187 or 800-547-6339, extension 187 (Please complete the form before you call.)

 •   Fax: 503-275-0458, Attention: Doris Mellor

 •   Mail: NWREL, Finance Offi ce, 101 SW Main St., Suite 500, Portland, Oregon 97204

Cancellations must be received in writing by March 29, 2007, in order to receive a partial refund. A $50 processing fee applies 
to each cancellation. Send cancellation notifi cation to mellord@nwrel.org or fax to (503) 275-0458.

*Team registrations must be paid for together, e.g., one purchase order or other form of payment for the entire team.

Lodging: Listed below are hotels within walking distance of NWREL that offer reduced rates to NWREL clients. 
Visit www.travelportland.org for more lodging options in the area.

5th Avenue Suites—506 S.W. Washington Street
NWREL rate: $139 per night

Call 503-222-0001 or visit www.5thavenuesuites.com  and provide—
Rate code: NWR; Corporate ID: CRP00927

The Governor Hotel—614 S.W. 11th Avenue
NWREL rate: $129 per night

Call 503-241-2115 or 800-554-3456 and ask for the NWREL rate. 

Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront—1401 S.W. Naito Parkway
NWREL rate: $139 per night

Call 800-228-9290. Request the NW Education Lab rate. Rate Code: NWRO

Workshop Registration Before March 22, 2007 After March 22, 2007 
(call fi rst to confi rm space availability)

Team (per person, 3 or more from same institution)* $145 $165

Individual $170 $190

www.nwrel.org/events/
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